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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner for Patents 

Response to Amendment 

The amendment to the claims filed on February 23, 2004 does not comply with the requirements of 37 CFR 1. 121(c) because original 
claim 6 and currently amended claim 6 are both listed in the current claim set. Amendments to the claims filed on or after July 30, 
2003 must comply with 37 CFR 1.121(c) which states: 

(c) Claims. Amendments to a claim must be made by rewriting the entire claim with all changes (e.g., additions and 
deletions) as indicated in this subsection, except when the claim is being canceled. Each amendment document that includes a change 
to an existing claim, cancellation of an existing claim or addition of a new claim, must include a complete listing of all claims ever 
presented, including the text of all pending and withdrawn claims, in the application. The claim listing, including the text of the 
claims, in tlie amendment document will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims, in the application. In the claim listing, the 
status of every claim must be indicated after its claim number by using one of the following identifiers in a parenthetical expression: 
(Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously presented), (New), and (Not entered). 

(1) Claim hsting. All of the claims presented in a claim hsting shall be presented in ascending numerical order. 
Consecutive claims having the same status of "canceled" or "not entered" may be aggregated into one statement (e.g., Claims 1-5 
(canceled)). The claim listing shall commence on a separate sheet of the amendment document and the sheet(s) that contain the text of 
any part of the claims shall not contain any other part of the amendment. 

(2) When claim text with markings is required. All claims being currentiy amended in an amendment paper shall be 
presented in the claim listing, indicate a status of "currently amended," and be submitted with markings to indicate the changes that 
have been made relative to the immediate prior version of the claims. The text of any added subject matter must be shown by 
underlining the added text. The text of any deleted matter must be shown by strike-through except that double brackets placed before 
and after the deleted characters may be used to show deletion of five or fewer consecutive characters. The text of any deleted subject 
matter must be shown by being placed within double brackets if strike-through cannot be easily perceived. Only claims having the 
status of "currently amended," or "withdrawn" if also being amended, shall include markings. If a withdrawn claim is currently 
amended, its status in the claim listing may be identified as "withdrawn — currently amended." 

(3) When claim text in clean version is required. The text of all pending claims not being currently amended shall be 
presented in the claim hsting in clean version, i.e., without any markings in tlie presentation of text. The presentation of a clean 
version of any claim having the status of "original," "withdrawn" or "previously presented" will constitute an assertion that it has not 
been changed relative to the immediate prior version, except to omit markings that may have been present in the immediate prior 
version of the claims of the status of "withdrawn" or "previously presented." Any claim added by amendment must be indicated with 
the status of "new" and presented in clean version, i.e., without any underlining. 
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adding the claim as a "new" claim with a new claim number. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Alicia M. 
Torres whose telephone nxunber is 703-305-6953. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 7:00 a.m. 
-4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, Thomas B. Will, can be reached 
at 703-308-3870. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the group 
receptionist whoselelephone number is 703-305-1 1 13. The fax number for this Group is 703-872-9306. 



Worn; 
/ Siipej^ 




Patent Examiner 



AMT 

March 18, 2004 



PTO-90C (Rev.04-03) 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Commissioner for Patcnts 
Unitcd Statcs Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box 

Alexandria, VA 2 23 i 3- i aso 
www.u^to.gov 



Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) 



Paper No. 



The amendment document filed on o^^Z^^/^Ti s considered non-compliant because it lias failed to meet the requirements of 
37 CFR 1.121, as amended on June 30, 2003 (see 55 Fe^/. Reg. 38611, Jua 30, 2003). In order for tlie amendment document to 
be compliant, conection of the following item(s) is required. Only the corrected section of the non-compliant amendment 
document must be resubmitted (in its entirety), e-g., the entire "Amendments to the claims" section of applicant's 
amendment document must be re-submitted. 37 CFR 1.121(h). 

THE FOLLOWING CHECKED (X) rrEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT: 
□ 1 . Amendments to the specification: 

□ A. Amended paragraph(s) do not mclude markings. 

□ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlmed. 

□ C. Other ] 



□ 2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet. 37 CFR 1 .72. 

□ B. Other . 



□ 



3. Amendments to the drawings: . 



4, Amendments to the claims: 

□ A. A complete listing of all of the clauns is not present - 

□ B. The listing of claims does not mclude the text of all clahns (including withdrawn claims) 

□ C. Each claim has not been provided with the proper status identifier, and as such, the individual status of each 
claim cannot be identified. 

□ D The claims of this amendment paper have not been presented in ascending numerical order. 

JBl K Other: . 'i>TpAOC „ 

For further explanation of the amendment format recpiired by 37 CFR 1. 121, see MPEP Sec. 714 and the USFTO website at 
htt p7/www.uspto.govAveWoffices/oac/daDp/oplaMieom oti^ ' 

If the nonKX)mpliant amendment is a PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT, appUcant is given ONE MONTH from the mail date of 
this letter to siq)ply the corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1.121. Failure to comply with 37 CFR 1.121 will result m 
non-entry of the preliminaiy amendment and examination on the merits will commence without consideration of the proposed 
changes in the pieliminaiy amendmmt(s). This notice is not an action under 35 U.S.C. 132, and this ONE MONTH time limit 
is not extendable. 

If the non-compliant amendment is a reply to a NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION (including a submission for an RCE), and 
since the amendment appears to be a bona fide attempt to be a reply (37 CFR 1.135(c)), appUcant is given a TIME PERIOD of 
ONE MONTH from the mailing of this notice within which to re-submit ttee corrected section which complies with 37 CFR 1,121 
in Older to avoid abandonment EXTENSIONS OF TBIS TIME PERIOD ARE AVAILABLE UNDER 37 CFR L136(a). 

If the amendment is a reply to a FINAL REJECTION, this form may be an attachment to an Advisory Action. The period for 
response to a final rejection continues to run from the date set in the final rejection: and is not affected by the non-compliant 
status of the amendment 

Legal Instnunents Examiner (LIE) Telephone No. 
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